
Royston Town Council – Full Council meeting – Monday 19th June 2023 

Additional documents 

8. Internal Audit Report 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



9. Accounts 2022-2023 

 

 

 

31-Mar-22 INCOME 31-Mar-23

331,468.72       Precept 345,132.55         

11,179.28         CTRS Grant 11,133.45           

15,574.17         Agency 18,858.00           

132.62              Interest received 3,241.00              

21,446.90         Town Hall lettings 20,733.84           

9,248.49           Market Hill Rooms lettings 12,439.30           

812.75              Priory Rooms lettings 1,965.00              

162.41-              Discounts Allowed (Lettings) 268.30-                 

325.36              Museum sales, Exhibition Commission & Friends shop sales 36.90                   

2,572.49           Grants & Donations for Museum 

855.60              Blue plaques -                       

6,341.61           Allotments rents & electric/water reimbursements 7,764.02              

15,580.00         30 Kneesworth Street 4,152.50              

6,544.88           Royston Cave 15,748.79           

91,692.43         Miscellaneous income (grants/donations etc.) 14,753.96           

2,635.00           Royston May Fayre 3,865.00              

500.00              War memorial account 500.00                 

14,386.16         Royston First/Cinema 21,251.58           

65,399.98         Market Place 67,381.24           

596,534.03       548,688.83         

359.88-              Increase / Decrease in Stock 138.46-                 

596,174.15 Total Income 548,550.37

Royston Town Council

Income and Expenditure Account - Year End Accounts 31 March 2023

31-Mar-22 EXPENDITURE 31-Mar-23

147,226.87 General Administration 210,975.43

19,772.08 Agency 21,757.39

76,536.12 Town Hall 41,462.38

16,862.34 Market Hill Rooms 18,247.14

6,067.00 Priory Rooms/Annexe 7,206.00

99,555.82 Museum 127,151.93

1,200.00 Public Toilets 2,572.00

4,567.36 Allotments 3,129.01

20,015.29 Royston Cave 15,683.01

330.00 30 Kneesworth Street 5,613.00

1,010.00 War Memorial 1,013.00

1,600.36 Civic 3,104.36

14,929.96 Plantations 10,141.57

420.69 May Fayre 5,250.80

855.60 Blue Plaques 0.00

1,855.00 Donations 2,000.00

14,004.00 Christmas Lights 21,937.24

5,182.13 Royston First/Cinema 2,807.28

57,171.73 Market Place 57,123.07

22,111.79 Miscellaneous expenditure & Mispostings 18,705.94

0.00 Other bank accounts (War Memorial) 0.00

511,274.14 Total Expenditure 575,880.55

Royston Town Council

Income and Expenditure Account - Year End Accounts 31 March 2023



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GENERAL FUND (Inc. Capital - Cemetery land and earmarked reserves)

532,000.80       Balance at 1 April 2022 616,400.12         

596,174.15       Plus Total Income 548,550.37         

511,274.14       Less Total Expenditure 575,880.55         

616,900.81       589,069.94         

500.69-              Transfers to/from other accounts/ reserves 500.39-                 

616,400.12 Balance at 31 March 2023 588,569.55         

Royston Town Council

31-Mar-22 LONG TERM ASSETS 31-Mar-23

0.00 Investments 0.00

0.00 Long Term Debtors 0.00

0.00 0.00

CURRENT ASSETS

138.47              Museum Shop Stock 0.01                     

3,170.26           Debtors 3,211.07              

4,624.31           VAT Recoverable 4,417.09              

4,829.52           Current Account 43,069.55           

9,696.49           Business Premium Account 9,717.67              

-                     Treasury Account -                       

530,072.00       RTC Treasurers Deposit Account 479,572.00         

100,000.00       Public Sector Deposit Fund 100,000.00         

295.15              Cash in Hand - Petty Cash 219.21                 

-                     Takings in office - cash and cheques unbanked as at 31st March -                       

65,722.00         Stamford Yard balance 65,722.00           

4,386.00           War Memorial accounts 4,886.39              

722,934.20 Total current assets 710,814.99

CURRENT LIABILITIES

1,347.66           Creditors 16,499.63           

439.25              Receipts received in advance 498.25                 

1,786.91 Total current liabilities 16,997.88           

721,147.29 NET ASSETS 693,817.11

REPRESENTED BY:

4,386.00           War Memorial accounts 4,886.39              

65,722.00         Stamford Yard Balance - capital reserve 65,722.00           

616,400.12       

General Fund Balance (inc. Capital - cemetery land and earmarked reserves as per 

supporting statement) 588,569.55         

34,639.17         Capital Fund Balance 34,639.17           

721,147.29 693,817.11

The above statement represents fairly the financial position of the authority as at

 31 March 2023 and reflects its income and expenditure during the year.

BALANCE SHEET AS AT 31 MARCH 2023



 

15. Allotments on the proposed new development at Land off Barkway Road and North of Flint 

Hall, Royston 

In April 2023, Royston Town Council was approached by the Senior Planning Officer at North Herts 

Council asking whether the council would be willing to manage the proposed allotments for the site 

at Land Off Barkway Road and North of Flint Hall, in the event that planning permission were to be 

granted for the site.  

The officer also asked “If the Town Council decides they wish to take responsibility for the allotments, 

it would be useful to have any specific requirements that they would be seeking from the developer 

and I can begin negotiations with them.” 

The masterplan identified a site of 0.2 hectares for the allotments. The Town Council’s current site at 

Green Street is 1.75 hectares. 

The new site would only accommodate about 15 half size plots which equate to 5 poles each. I 

contacted the District Council to enquire whether the developer would consider allocating a larger 

area for allotments and the following answer was received –  

“The Council’s Green Space officer has agreed that additional allotment provision could be increased 

from 0.2ha to 0.4ha given the acute demand for allotments in the town. This will mean some minor 

adjustment to the other open space layout but as there is a general over provision this is not 

problematical from our point of view. The applicant has agreed to this change and this will be 

confirmed in a minor adjustment to the masterplan. Also, they have confirmed that a water supply 

would be provided as part of the initial works. The Council’s Green Space officer has previously 

confirmed that allotments are generally self-sufficient with rent covering maintenance costs. In the 

circumstances, it would not be reasonable to request a commuted sum for maintenance.”  

About 18 months ago the Town Council was investigating the possibility of allotments on another site 

in Royston and therefore has knowledge of the requirements when setting up a new site. These can 

be quite costly. 

As the developer is unlikely to provide a commuted sum for maintenance, all costs would then fall to 

the Town Council. Rents would cover some of the ongoing costs but they would not provide any 

funding for other essential items. 

Officers recommend that, as well as providing a water supply to the site, the following items should 

be provided if the council were to take over management of the site –  

1. Secure perimeter fence with a lockable gate and access wide enough to allow deliveries of 

skips and other items 

2. A hedge planted around the fence for weather protection and to promote wildlife and 

biodiversity 

3. Small tool shed per plot 

4. Water butt for each plot 

5. Top soil for all plots 

6. Site shed large enough for shared tools e.g. mower and strimmer 

7. Composting toilet 

8. Two accessible plots with raised beds near to the entrance 

Members should note that Royston Town Council has recently raised a STRONG OBJECTION to 

granting planning permission on this site. Discussions about management of the allotments on this 

site do not prejudice its position. 



The Town Council has a long waiting list and has actively been seeking a new site for several years. 

Attached is further information about providing allotments on new developments. 

1. Members are to RESOLVE whether or not the Town Council should agree to manage the proposed 

allotment site on the proposed new development at Land off Barkway Road and North of Flint 

Hall, Royston, should planning permission be granted. 

2. Should Members agree to take on management of the site, Members are to RESOLVE to agree the 

specific requirements to be provided by the developer 

 

Caroline Mills 

Town Clerk to Royston Town Council  

June 2023 


