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Royston Town Council
Chief Officer: Paul A. Arnill MBE
MEETING OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE
MONDAY 27th July 2026

COMMITTEE MEMBERS:	Councillors Paul Brown, Ed Nutting, Gerald Jackson, Ed McGowan Elizabeth Freeman, Bulbul Ahmed, Steve Claydon, David May, Callum Bartram-Bell	

[bookmark: _Hlk213232512]PRESENT:			Councillors Ed Nutting, Gerald Jackson, Ed McGowan, Elizabeth Freeman, Bulbul Ahmed, David May, Callum Bartram-Bell

IN ATTENDANCE:		Chief Officer

The Chair for this meeting was Cllr. Ed Nutting 

MINUTES 
The Chair welcomed everybody to the meeting and reminded those present to be mindful of the Climate & Biodiversity Emergency declared by Royston Town Council when making decisions on behalf of the council.
The Chair notified everyone that the meeting was being recorded. 
PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Time will be set aside for members of the public to address the Council on items on the agenda. A maximum of 15 minutes is allocated to public participation, and any individual member of the public shall have three minutes to deliver their statement. Members of the public should contact the Chief Officer, in advance of the meeting, if they wish to speak. 
No public in attendance 

F/27.07.2026/1. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
	Apologies were received from Cllr. Brown & Claydon
	No substitutions were received
	No Response: N/A

F/27.07.2026/2.1 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS 
Members were reminded that they are required to notify the Chair of any declarations of interest in respect of any business set out in the agenda at the commencement of the relevant item on the agenda.  
Members declaring a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest must withdraw from the meeting for the duration of the item. Members declaring other declarable interests, which require they leave the room under the Code of Conduct, can speak on the item, if members of the public are allowed to speak, but must leave the room before the debate and vote.  




It is up to a member to determine whether to make a declaration, however, if you should require any assistance, please consult the Chief Officer prior to the meeting.

F/27.07.2026/2.2  CHIEF OFFICER TO RECEIVE WRITTEN REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATIONS FOR                            		        INTERESTS.
	No written requests for dispensation received

F/27.07.2026/3.   APPROVAL OF THE FINANCE COMMITTEE MINUTES:
The minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 29th June 2026 (minutes F/29.06.2026/1 to F/29.06.2026/9 were APPROVED and SIGNED.

F/27.07.2026/4.   ACCOUNTS FOR PAYMENT
Members were asked to note that the Accounts for Payment report is unavailable for this meeting due to unforeseen personal circumstances affecting the Finance Officer. The report will be presented at the next available meeting, and appropriate interim controls and authorisation processes remain in place.

F/27.07.2026/5.  BANK RECONCILIATIONS
Members were asked to review the bank reconciliations for April and May 2026.

F/27.07.2026/6. YEAR TO DATE FIGURES FOR THE YEAR ENDED 31ST MARCH 2026
Members were presented with the year-to-date financial position for information and were requested to resolve that the use of earmarked and capital reserves be reviewed in accordance with the recommendations of the Finance Officer.
· Committee resolved to offset £15,704 to the capital fund
· Committee resolved to create additional earmarked fund of £10,838 for use in 2026/27 for the 2025/26 free after 3 subsidies billed in 2026/27	
· Committee resolved to create additional earmarked fund of £3,324 for use in 2026/27 for the 2025/26 unspent budget for the plantation’s maintenance
· Committee resolved to create additional earmarked fund of £3,750 from the 2025/26 unspent budget for the office maintenance for the redecoration of the offices in 2026/27









F/27.07.2026/7.  BANK BALANCES:
                                                                          	                                                                                       24/06/2026                  22/07/2026
	Business Current Account		£121,060.23		£36,588.87
	Mayor’s Current Account		£16,227.03		£16,218.53
	Treasury Account			£603,597.86		£653,724.86
	Treasury Account			£50,127.00		£50,127.00	(Allocated to S												Stamford Yard)
	The Leete Trust Account		£24,341.38		£25,232.04
	Business Premium Account 		£10,130.59		£10,130.59
	War Memorial Account		£5,982.30		£5,982.30
	CCLA Investment Account		£100,000.00		£100,000.00
	Cave Trust Account			£31,378.64		£31,378.64	

F/27.07.2026/8. OFFICER RECOMMENDATION – TOWN CRIER CIVIC EVENT
Chief Officer recommended the council resolve to hold a Town Crier Civic Event in September 2026 to mark the retiring of Geoff Pfaff after 22-year service as Royston Town Crier. 
Committee RESOLVED to accept the amendment put forward by Cllr. Freeman to the above recommendation and requested for a recorded vote.
1. To provide a plaque and certificate to recognise Graham Pfaff’s 22 years of service at the next full council meeting and reducing the budget to the bare minimum with no fixed figure.
RECORDED VOTE:
FOR: CLLRS. FREEMAN, BULBUL, JACKSON AND MAY.
AGAINST: CLLRS. NUTTING, BARTRAM-BELL AND McGOWAN

F/27.07.2026/9. OFFICER RECOMMENDATION – HANGING BASKETS
Chief Officer to report to the members on a quotation from Barbaras Flowers for hanging baskets for the Town Hall and make recommendations.
Council RESOLVED to defer until the September meeting.

F/27.07.2026/10. EXPENDITURE FOR STAFF EQUIPMENT 
Members to discuss expenditure for staff equipment.  
Committee RESOLVED to retrospectively approve the expenditure in recognition that it is not over the statutory limits and is needed regardless. 

F/29.06.2026/9.   DATE OF NEXT MEETING
	 28th September 2026.




There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting 

Signed: _______________________________________

Date:     _______________________________________
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