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Royston Town Council
Chief Officer: Paul A. Arnill MBE
MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE
MONDAY 22nd September 2025

PRESENT:			Councillor Stephen Lockett ( Vice Chair) in the Chair
	Councillors: Lisa Adams, Luke Haugh, Tim Johnson, Lynsey 		Langdon (from 7.20pm)	
IN ATTENDANCE:  		Philip Truppin (Locum Clerk)
				Councillor Elizabeth Freeman
			 	5 members of the public

The Chair welcomed everybody to the meeting and reminded those present to be mindful of the Climate and Biodiversity Emergency declared by Royston Town Council when making decisions on behalf of the council. 
								  
The Chair notified everyone that the meeting was being recorded.
013/26 PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
4 members of the public spoke to raise their concerns about outline planning application reference 21/00765OP, Residential Development of up to 280 dwellings with access from Barkway Road. Issues raised were concerns about traffic, with inappropriate transport modelling and a lack of a promised new vehicle count, adverse impact on the community and reference was made to a claim by the developer to an alleged agreement with the Town Council for which no evidence exists.
It was also pointed out by a member of the public that the road was already dangerous with parked cars on both sides and encouraging cyclists would only compound the danger. A previously carried out traffic simulation was not fit for purpose.

014/26 AGENDA
In view of the public interest  in planning application reference 21/00765OP, the Chair proposed and it was RESOLVED UNANIMOUSLY, that agenda item 5 be taken as the next business.

015/26 APPLICATION FOR CONSIDERATION BY NORTH HERTS COUNCIL PLANNING 	 	CONTROL COMMITTEE 
Outline Planning Application reference: 21/00765/OP: Residential Development of up
to 280 dwellings (including affordable housing) green infrastructure including public
open space, landscape boundaries and SUDS with all matters reserved except for
access which is to be taken from Barkway Road (as amended by additional
documents received 16 September 2025)
Land Off Barkway Road and North of Flint Hall, Barkway Road, Royston, Hertfordshire.

Members RESOLVED to STRONGLY OBJECT again to the proposal on the following grounds:

The Town Council has responded on a number of occasions and members were of the view that all previously made comments are still valid.
The traffic simulation referred to at the 4th September Planning Control Committee of North Herts Council does not address any of the issues raised in previous objections and is considered by Town Councillors as not fit for purpose.
the Planning Authority should be reminded that the application site is not allocated for development in either the current or the emerging Local Plan and lies within the countryside, beyond defined settlement boundaries. Also, this development would cause an unacceptable increase in traffic to the narrow and busy pinch-point on Barkway Road where permanently parked cars make the road into an already dangerous single carriageway.     
016/26	 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:
 Apologies received from Councillors Elizabeth Beardwell, Robert Inwood, Tim Johnson 	 and Emma Squire-Smith. Councillor Adam Compton was also. not present.
017/26	 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND DISPENSATIONS:
Members were advised to declare any interests at the commencement of the relevant item on the agenda. No requests for dispensations were received.
018/26	 MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PLANNING COMMITTEE HELD ON THE 1st SEPTEMBER 2025 
	Minutes of the meeting of the Planning Committee held on the 1st September 2025 were  approved and signed (minutes 009/26 to 012/26).         			
019/26	 PLANNING APPLICATIONS:
a) Full Planning Permission reference 25/02040/FP: Erection of No.2 detached four-bed houses with gated vehicular access and parking. Land Rear Of 60 Green Street, Royston, Hertfordshire, SG8 7BA.
	     Members RESOLVED to OBJECT to the proposal on the following grounds:
	     The development is backfill and an overdevelopment of the site.
	     Access for vehicles is not on a proper road, being primarily a pedestrian and cyclists	     route. The only vehicular traffic permitted  is to grant  access to allotment holders. 	     increased traffic would lead to conflict between cars and pedestrians.
                  The planned house B will have windows that would overlook a neighbouring 		     property in Green Street.
b) Full Permission Householder reference: 25/02106/FPH: Single storey side extension to include extension of existing raised rear patio. Insertion of two first floor windows (obscure glazed) into existing side elevation
30 Turpins Ride, Royston, Hertfordshire, SG8 9EF
Members had NO OBJECTION to this application.


020/26.      UPDATED LIST OF PLANNING DECISIONS 
Members noted the updated list of planning decisions (attached).

Date of next meeting: 6th October 2025  

There being no further business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.25pm.


Signed: _____________________________  


Date:    _____________________________
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