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Royston Town Council
Chief Officer: Paul A. Arnill MBE

13th October 2026

To all Members of the Finance Committee

Dear Councillor,

The next meeting of the Finance Committee will be held in the Harrison Room, Town Hall, Royston on Monday 26th October 2026, at 19:30hrs and you are summoned to attend. The agenda is set out below. 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend any of the Council’s Full Council or Committee meetings and listen to the debate. All agendas, reports and minutes can be viewed on the Council’s website www.roystontowncouncil.gov.uk

May I also take this opportunity to remind councillors who are members of the committee to send apologies and confirm your substitute at your earliest convenience.

Yours sincerely,

Tim Serenway

Tim Serenway
Deputy Chief Officer

















Agenda

Climate and Biodiversity Emergency:

Chair to remind Members to be mindful of the climate and biodiversity emergency declared by Royston Town Council when making decisions on behalf of the council.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION

Time will be set aside for members of the public to address the Council on items on the agenda. A maximum of 15 minutes is allocated to public participation, and any individual member of the public shall have three minutes to deliver their statement. Members of the public should contact the Chief Officer, in advance of the meeting, if they wish to speak. 

1.	Apologies:
	To receive apologies for absence.
	Apologies received from: Cllr. Paul Brown.
	Substitutions:
	No Response: 

2.	Declarations of interest and dispensations.

2.1	To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda.
Members are reminded that they are required to notify the Chair of any declarations of interest in respect of any business set out in the agenda at the commencement of the relevant item on the agenda.  
Members declaring a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest must withdraw from the meeting for the duration of the item. Members declaring other declarable interests, which require they leave the room under the Code of Conduct, can speak on the item, if members of the public are allowed to speak, but must leave the room before the debate and vote.  
It is up to a member to determine whether to make a declaration, however, if you should require any assistance, please consult the Chief Officer prior to the meeting.

2.2	Proper Officer to receive written requests for dispensations for interests.
	No written requests for dispensation received



3.	Approval of the Finance Committee Minutes:
To approve as a correct record the minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held on 27th July 2026 (minutes F/27.07.2026/1 to F/27.07.2026/11).
To approve as a correct record the minutes of the Extraordinary Finance Committee meeting held 	on 13th August 2026 (minutes F/13.08.2026/1 to F/13.08.2026/5).

4. 	Accounts for Payment
Members are asked to review the Accounts for Payment for April 2026, May 2026, June 2026, July 2026, August 2026 and September 2026.

5.	Bank Reconciliations
Members are asked to review the bank reconciliations for June 2026, July 2026, August 2026 and September 2026.

6.	Bank Balances:
		22/07/2026	23/09/2026	21/10/2026
	Business Current Account	£36,588.87	£306,818.92	£267,954.16
	Mayor’s Current Account	£16,218.53	£15,043.79	£15,167.19
	Treasury Account	£603,597.86	£605,297.10	£605,297.10
	Treasury Account	£50,127.00	£50,127.00	£50,127.00
	The Leete Trust Account	£25,232.04	£25,879.77	£25,871.27
	Business Premium Account 	£10,130.59	£10,157.11	£10,157.11
	War Memorial Account	£5,982.30	£6,015.04	£6,015.04
	CCLA Investment Account	£100,000.00	£100,000.00	£100,000.00
	Cave Trust Account	£31,378.64	£31,378.64	£30,598.64

7.	Council to receive a written report from the Chief Officer on the 2025/26 AGAR
The Finance Officer will be available at the meeting to provide any further context and answer questions beyond the report shared by the Chief Officer.

8.	Council to receive a written update from the Chief Officer on the commencement of the new Finance Assistant
	Members to note the report received with no further action required.

9.	OFFICER RECOMMENDATION – HANGING BASKETS
This item was deferred from a previous Finance Committee meeting. The Finance Officer to provide context to the members on a quotation from Barbaras Flowers for hanging baskets for the Town Hall and make recommendations.





10.	OFFICER RECOMMENDATION – EMERGENCY EXPENDITURE APPROVAL POWERS
In the current unprecedented circumstances, there will not be an officer currently able to approve day-to-day expenditure, beyond those already pre-approved. To enable service continuity, it is recommended that the committee resolve the following proposal:

“The committee resolves that we arrange for the Administration Officer to discharge the function of expenditure approval on behalf of the council in the absence of the Chief Officer and Deputy Chief Officer, with said arrangement expiring upon the return of either the Chief Officer or the Deputy Chief Officer. 

This delegated authority still adheres to all existing regulations and requirements with the following additional restrictions:

· Individual purchases up to £500 excl. VAT may be authorised
· Individual purchases between £500 and £1,000 excl. VAT require consultation with the chair of the council
· Individual purchases above £,1000 excl VAT may only be approved in cases of urgency or emergency, including incurring expenditure necessary to safeguard the Council’s interests, ensure service continuity, or protect people, property, or the environment. Any such action, including details of any expenditure incurred, is to be reported to the next meeting of the Council or relevant Standing Committee. The Administration Officer should also make their best effort to inform the Chair of the council and chairperson of any relevant committee once the action has been taken. The Administration Officer may decide not to exercise this delegated authority and may instead make recommendations to Council or the relevant Standing Committee.


11. 	Date of next meeting
	30th November 2026.
Town Hall, Melbourn Street, Royston, Hertfordshire SG8 7BZ
Tel: 01763 245484
Email: chief.officer@roystontowncouncil.gov.uk
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