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Royston Town Council
Chief Officer: Paul A. Arnill MBE

MEETING OF THE FULL COUNCIL
21st SEPTEMBER 2026

16th September 2026

To all Members of Royston Town Council

Dear Councillors,

The next meeting of the Full Council will be held in the Heritage Hall, Town Hall, Royston on Monday 21st September 2026, at 19:30hrs and you are summoned to attend. The agenda is set out below. 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend any of the Council’s Full Council or Committee meetings and listen to the debate. All agendas, reports and minutes can be viewed on the Council’s website www.roystontowncouncil.gov.uk

May I also take this opportunity to remind councillors who are members of the committee to send apologies and confirm your substitute at your earliest convenience.

Yours sincerely,

Paul Arnill

Paul A. Arnill MBE
Chief Officer
















Members of the council: Cllrs. Elizabeth Freeman, Ed Nutting, Tim Johnson, Bryony May, Edward McGowan, Bulbul Ahmed, Steve Claydon, Lisa Thompson, Piotr Zolopa, Callum Bartram-Bell, Paul Brown, Gerald Jackson & David May

AGENDA
CIVIC MOMENT OF REFLECTION: 

Jakir Ahmed, a representative of the Muslim Community in Royston, will lead the meeting in a civic moment of reflection.

1.	APOLOGIES:
	To receive apologies for absence.

	Apologies Received From: Cllrs. Thompson and McGowan

	Substitutes: None Provided

	No Response From: N/A

2.	INFORMATION FOR COUNCILLORS AND PUBLIC

CLIMATE AND BIODIVERSITY EMERGENCY:
Chair to remind Members to be mindful of the climate and biodiversity emergency declared by Royston Town Council when making decisions on behalf of the council.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:
If members of the public have sent a request to the Proper Officer in advance of the meeting to address the council and received confirmation that they may speak, they shall be invited to speak by the Chair when the business in question is being discussed. A maximum of 15 minutes is allocated to public participation and any individual members of the public shall have 3 minutes to deliver their statement. 

3.	DECLARATION OF INTERESTS, GIFTS, HOSPITALITY AND DISPENSATIONS 
Members are reminded that they are required to notify the Chair of any declarations of interest in respect of any business set out in the agenda at the commencement of the relevant item on the agenda.  

Members declaring a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest must withdraw from the meeting for the duration of the item. Members declaring other declarable interests, which requires they leave the room under the Code of Conduct, can speak on the item, if members of the public are allowed to 


speak, but must leave the room before the debate and vote.  It is recommended that Members declare any relevant gifts or hospitality so that it can be recorded for transparency.
It is up to a member to determine whether to make a declaration, however, if you should
require any assistance, please consult the Chief Officer prior to the meeting. 

4.	DECLARATIONS RECEIVED
	Cllr. David May has declared an interest in the Royston Cricket Club.

5.	DISPENSATIONS GRANTED OR DECLINED
Cllr. David May may be in attendance while the representative speaks for the Royston Cricket Club and is able to help answer questions, however will still be required to leave the room for the debate and vote on the item. 

6.	COMMUNITY GRANT APPLICATION – ROYSTON CRICKET CLUB
Council to review a community grant from Royston Cricket Club and resolve whether to approve the grant or not.

A representative from Royston Cricket Club to speak for 3 minutes in support of the application.

7.	MINUTES OF PREVIOUS COUNCIL MEETINGS
	To approve as a correct record the minutes of the meeting of the council held on:

	20.07.26 (FC/20.07.2026/1. – FC/20.07.2026/23.)

8.	TOWN MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS
	Town Mayor to provide an update on activities and any announcements.

9.	TEATIME CAROLS WITH THE MAYOR PROPOSAL BY CLLR. FREEMAN
	Cllr. Freeman to propose an afternoon tea run as a mayoral civic event.

10.	REPORT ON ROYSTON YOUTH CLUB
	Cllr. Nutting to provide a verbal report on a visit to Royston Youth Club.

11.	INTERNAL AUDITORS – OFFICER RECOMMENDATION
The council has not reviewed their appointed internal auditor since at least 2015. It is recommended that the council resolve for the Chief Officer to begin a review of our appointed internal auditor.

12.	OPTING TO TAX THE BUILDING CONFIRMATION
It was resolved at the meeting of the Venue Sub-Committee on 04/08/26 to defer the decision to the full council with a full recommendation to opt in on VAT at the Town Hall.


13.	NOMINATION OF A REPRESENTATIVE FOR THE OLD BARN ROYSTON DAY CARE
Council to consider if they would like to nominate a representative for the Old Barn Royston Day Care, and if so to resolve who to select. 

14.	LOCAL GOVERNMENT REORGANISATION UPDATE
Deputy Chief Officer to provide an update related to the ongoing Local Government Reorganisation. 

15.	MUSEUM SLA REVIEW – OCTOBER 2026
The council are requested to consider the forthcoming Royston Museum SLA review, and provide direction on its preferred approach to the future relationship and funding arrangements with Royston Museum.

The Chief Officer will circulate Royston Museum’s proposed revisions to the SLA together with the current agreement. 

16.	PROPOSAL REGARDING CAPITAL RESERVE FUND – STAMFORD YARD FUND BY CLLR. NUTTING.
Cllr. Nutting to propose that the Stamford Yard capital reserve be split in 2 creating a Venue capital reserve and a community capital reserve.

17.	THE “GERRY” MEMORIAL
District councillors to report back on discussions regarding the siting of the memorial stone for Gerry Rowe. 

18.	PRESENTATION TO GRAHAM PFAFF
	Chair to update the council based on the resolution made at the previous council meeting.

19.	ALLOTMENT RENT INCREASE DECISION	
The council is required to give 12 months’ notice if increasing rent for the allotments. These have not been increased for 2 years currently, with the last increase being at 3.3% 2 years ago. The current annual rent is £62.

The council is requested to decide if they want to create an increase for 2028.

Date of next meeting:  16th November 2026.
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