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24th September 2025 

To all Members of the Finance Committee

Dear Councillor,

The next meeting of the Finance Committee will be held in Room 11, Town Hall, Royston, on Monday 29th September 2025, at 19:30hrs, and you are summoned to attend. The agenda is set out below. 

Members of the public and press are welcome to attend any of the Council’s Full Council or Committee meetings and listen to the debate. All agendas, reports and minutes can be viewed on the Council’s website www.roystontowncouncil.gov.uk. 

Please let me know if you are unable to attend.

Yours sincerely,

Paul Arnill

Chief Officer
AGENDA
Climate and Biodiversity Emergency:
Chair to remind Members to be mindful of the climate and biodiversity emergency declared by Royston Town Council when making decisions on behalf of the council.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION
Time will be set aside for members of the public to address the Council on items on the agenda. A maximum of 15 minutes is allocated to public participation and any individual member of the public shall have three minutes to deliver their statement. Members of the public should contact the Chief Officer, in advance of the meeting, if they wish to speak. 

1.	Apologies:
	To receive apologies for absence.

2.	Declarations of interest and dispensations.
2.1	To receive declarations of interest from councillors on items on the agenda.
Members are reminded that they are required to notify the Chair of any declarations of interest in respect of any business set out in the agenda at the commencement of the relevant item on the agenda.  
Members declaring a Disclosable Pecuniary Interest must withdraw from the meeting for the duration of the item. Members declaring other declarable interests, which require they leave the room under the Code of Conduct, can speak on the item, if members of the public are allowed to speak, but must leave the room before the debate and vote.  
It is up to a member to determine whether to make a declaration, however, if you should require any assistance, please consult the Chief Officer prior to the meeting.

2.2	Chief Officer to receive written requests for dispensations for interests.

2.3	To grant any requests for dispensation as appropriate.

3.	Approval of the Finance Committee Minutes:
	To approve as a correct record the minutes of the Finance Committee meeting held 
	on 1st September 2025 (minutes 31/26 to 40/26).

4. 	Accounts for Payment
	To receive the schedule of Accounts paid for the month of August 2025 (attached)

5.	Bank Reconciliations
	All accounts have been checked and reconciled up to January 2025.
The February bank reconciliation difference was £932.44 and this has been brought down to £16.36.  The March bank reconciliation stood at £866.10 which is now down to £386.61.
Bank reconciliations are ongoing and the Finance Officer assures me that they will be completed in time for the October meeting.

6.	Bank Balances:
	                                                                  	31/08/2025       	23/09/2025
Business Current Account                    	£135,400.65     	£340,555.40	(Remainder of Precept)
Mayor’s Fund Current Account	£16,081.52		£16,073.02
Treasury				£596,058.05     	£598,202.85	(unallocated balance)
Treasury				£50,127.00     		£50,127.00	(allocated to Stamford Yard)
Leete Trust Account			£23,129.56     		£23,121.06     
Business Premium Account		£10,013.74     		£10,046.38     
War Memorial Account		£5,930.45		£5,949.83     
CCLA Investment Account		£100,000.00		£100,000.00
Cave Trust Account			£31,336.04		£31,336.04      
					




7.	The ‘Gerry’ Memorial Fund
Following the resolution passed at the Finance Committee meeting on 28/07/25 (Minute Item 27/26), Royston Town Council has committed £500 towards a memorial for the late Gerry Rowe, to be placed in Priory Memorial Gardens.
This is a meaningful opportunity to honour Gerry’s legacy and his contributions to our town. To ensure the memorial reflects the respect and appreciation felt by the community, I kindly ask all councillors to consider and submit ideas for a fitting tribute.
So far, only one response has been received. I would be grateful if you could share your suggestions by 01/10/2025, so that we can move forward with a proposal that truly represents the spirit of Gerry’s service.

8.	Speed Indicator Devices
Councillor Squire-Smith has contacted Steve Jarvis, who advised that the three Speed Indicator Devices in question may have been installed via the Police and Crime Commissioner at the request of the Town Council.

If this is the case, it would explain why Hertfordshire County Council is not meeting the maintenance costs, as the devices were not installed by them.
It is therefore proposed that the Finance Committee considers covering the £3,000 maintenance costs, in line with the Chief Officer’s proposal.

9.	Swift Boxes
Royston First have requested that Royston Town Council consider funding swift boxes for residents who wish to participate, thereby extending the benefits of this scheme more widely across the community as per the attached proposal.

10. 	Green Walk Plantation Quotation
Following a recent fatal accident in Essex involving falling branches, the Chief Officer commissioned a review of the safety of the trees in Green Walk Plantation. A survey has been carried out and a quotation (attached) for the recommended works has been provided.

11. 	Electric Van
At the Finance meeting held on the 23/06/25 under minute item 007/26 PROCUREMENT OF ELECTRIC VEHICLE FOR MARKETS USE: It was RESOLVED that the Chief Officer proceeds with the procurement of an appropriate vehicle.
The Chief Officer has been in contact with the Crown Commercial Services, who run a scheme for government departments with discounts up to 35%, regarding to the procurement of a discounted Electric Vehicle and requires the committee to agree a budget of £40,000.00 spread over 3 years to accommodate the leasing of the vehicle. This will allow the Chief Officer to complete the necessary paperwork and allow Crown Commercial Services to go out to tender.

12.	Exclusion of Press and public:
	In view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is proposed that in 	the public interest, the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting under 	the provision of The Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960.

13.	Staff matters:
Deputy Chief position is currently being advertised by CHRGS and has had a good response.
The Caretaker position is also being advertised by CHRGS and to date has received 3 suitable applications.
Both vacancies expire on the 1st of October with interviews scheduled for the 8th, 9th and 10th of October.

14. 	Date of next meeting
	Monday 27th October 2025 at 19:30hrs.
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