News from your Town Council – December 2019
Seasons Greetings!
Royston’s Mayor, Cllr Robert Inwood, and Royston Town
Council would like to take this opportunity to wish
all our Royston residents a very happy Christmas and
a prosperous New Year.

Royston Cinema
The Town Council is delighted to have secured the future of
Royston Picture Palace by moving the management of the
cinema over to Saffron Screen, a ‘not-for-profit’
management company with many years of experience. It
was from their successful facility in Saffron Walden that the
inspiration for our cinema originally came and it was set up
as a joint venture between Royston First BID and the Town
Council. We hope that this will enable the cinema to
increase the opening hours and to screen more films.
Films are shown in a transformed town hall on high-tech
digital equipment every Friday and Saturday nights with
additional matinees also taking place. The cinema has been
very successful and is staffed by a hard working team of
volunteers from the local community.
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Honorary Freeman Award for Royston
At the full council meeting of Royston Town Council, on
Monday 30 September 2019, it was agreed to introduce an
Honorary Freeman of Royston award.
This is the highest honour that a Town Council can grant
and will be awarded to people who have rendered eminent
service to Royston. The details of nomination criteria are
yet to be decided upon but it was agreed that individuals
could be nominated by anyone in the town and that those
chosen would be noticeable by their extraordinary
achievements. This award is in addition to the Mayors
Award, which is awarded annually to worthy volunteers.
The recipient of this honorary title will be an Honorary
Freeman of Royston for life. They will be invited to be
present at the Annual Meeting of the Town Council, civic
events and functions and will be entitled to take part in any
civic procession with the Town Councillors. A
commemorative certificate will be given to the award
recipient.
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Bus services to Royston Gateway
The chair and deputy chair of the General Purposes and
Highways committee regularly attend meetings of the
North Herts Bus Users Group to keep up to date with
services and issues affecting public transport users in
North Herts. The group represents the interests of bus and
public transport users and liaises with local services.
Information about this can be found on nhbug.org.uk.
An extended bus service for the number 16 circular route,
run by Richmond Coaches, commenced on 11 November,
providing a regular service every 45 minutes to M&S and
Aldi on the Royston Gateway development. The frequency
of this service had to be reduced from the previous 30
minutes schedule to accommodate the extra provision. We
understand that this is not ideal but it was the only way, at
present, to provide buses to the new supermarkets.
For travel information across Hertfordshire go to:
intalink.org.uk/timetables.

Royston Town Council Grants
The Mayor's Community Trust Fund - Community
organisations are invited to apply for funds towards
activities which will benefit the local community. This could
be help for the setting up of a new project, event, or capital
scheme. Applications for grants will open in January 2020,
forms can be obtained from the Town Hall office or
downloaded from our website, roystontowncouncil.gov.uk.
We look forward to again helping our worthy local groups
and organisations again in 2020.

Naturally Royston at the Arts Festival
The theme of this year’s Royston Arts Festival “Our Planet”
could not have been a better fit for Naturally Royston. The
team gave away hundreds of daffodil bulbs to brighten up
Royston and provide food for local pollinators. Children and
adults alike were invited to help build “Buggingham
Palace”, a super-deluxe bug home that has since been
relocated to Icknield Walk school to provide
accommodation for bugs there. This year Naturally Royston
teamed up with local author and hedgehog enthusiast
Kathryn Newey to provide hedgehog-themed activities for
children.
The Arts Festival stall also marked the announcement of a
new initiative by Naturally Royston. The public were asked
to make pledges to give up items of single-use plastic to get
them thinking about how we might achieve a Plastic Free
Royston. Letchworth has already completed this scheme,
which is certified by Surfers Against Sewage, and become
officially a “plastic free town”, and other North Herts towns
are following suit – we think Royston can achieve this too. If
you are interested in getting involved with Plastic Free
Royston or any other aspect of Naturally Royston’s
activities, please email admin@roystontowncouncil.org.uk
or look on the Naturally Royston Twitter (@naturallyroys).

The Leete Charity Trust - The trust provides grants towards
further education for students who are under the age of 25
and live in or attend school in Royston.
The grants made are not large but would be suitable for
help towards purchasing textbooks, travel, etc. It is
suggested that as much information is given in the
application in order that the Trustees may make a speedy
decision. Again, application forms can be obtained from the
Town Council office or downloaded from the website.
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