MINUTES of the meeting of the MUSEUM SUB-COMMITTEE held on Thursday 17th January 2008 in Room 11, Town Hall, Royston at 7.p.m. 

PRESENT:
Mr. Les. Baker (in the Chair).



Councillors Liz Beardwell, Philip Mayne, Bill Prime & Robert Smith



Museum Trustees: Peter King, Peter Ketteringham, Philip Smith, Jenny Smith, Mike 
Lawrence and Friends of Royston Museum: Shirley Thrussell



Officers in attendance: Susan Thornton-Björk (Town Clerk) and Carole Kaszak (Curator)
286/08
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from: Councillor Lyn Berry, Peter Lill, and Betty Skyrme

287/08
MINUTES:

The minutes of the meeting held 1st November 2007 were approved and signed 

288/08
CURATORS REPORT: (copy attached to the minute book):

The curator presented her report and updated the committee on events since the report was written.


Group Visit

A request has been received for a visit to the museum from the Reception Class at Tannery Drift to look at the costumes. As this involves approx 50 children it will be done in three visits.

Exhibitions

Sales from this year’s exhibition had been very good.  The current exhibition is Jacks War back by popular request.


Royston Time Trackers


The group had met on the previous weekend, Carole informed members that most parents were staying with the children and joining in with activates. The next meeting will involve walking on Therfield Heath.


Donations


The 21st Century Clock was now on display. A further donation had been received of 6 hats of assorted styles dating from the1950’s.


Carole informed the committee that she had 5 CD’s with copies of all polices produced so far that were required for the Accreditation, if any member wanted one. Councillor Smith and Shirley requested one.


The curator was thanked for her report.
289/08
MUSEUM LEASE:


The Town Clerk reported that new Draft Lease had been sent to the council’s solicitors for checking. 

290/08
BROWN SIGNS:

The Town Clerk reported that the signs were now in place.

291/08
FUTURE FUNDING FOR THE MUSEUM:


Councillor Smith reported that a meeting with the District Councillor’s had taken place and confirmed that they are fully supported of the museum.  They were planning to have a meeting with officers at the District Council to see if there is any funding available.  The Town Clerk reported that one meeting had taken place and a further one was planned.  The Working Party was due to meet with the District Councillors next on the 5th February 2008.

292/08
MUSUEM TRUSTEE MEETING WITH TOWN COUNCILLORS: 


The date agreed for a meeting of the Museum Trustees and the Town Councillors was agreed for Wednesday 27th February 08 at 7.15pm.

293/08
ROYSTON & DISTRICT MUSEUM FORWARD PLAN:

Members complemented Carole on producing an excellent document and after a few minor alterations it was agreed to approve the Plan and recommend to the Finance Committee that this document be adopted. 

294/08
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:


Sunday Opening:


Carole raised her concerns over the closure of the museum on Sundays.  One of the future exhibitors had voiced disapproval of the museum not been open on Sunday’s especially for the weekend of the Royston Arts Festival.  The chairman explained to the committee it was possible to arrange for the museum to be open on the Sunday of the Arts Festival weekend. Members noted this and agreed to recommend to the Finance Committee that the museum should be open on the weekend of 28th September 08.  Both Philip Smith and Shirley Thrussell offered to help on that weekend and it was noted that a key holder would also be required to be on the premises.  


Museum Sign:

Philip Smith presented a design for the new notice board which was passed round all members of the committee.  It was agreed for Philip to find out how much it would cost to produce it and to inform the Town Clerk of his findings.  


North Herts Book Festival:

The chairman informed members that the North Herts Book Festival was to be held on Saturday March 8th 2008 and a talk on the Pleasures of Journalism would be held in the library on the 13th March 2008. 


There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 8.30pm. 

Date of next meeting Thursday April 17th 2008 

