MINUTES of the meeting of the MUSEUM SUB-COMMITTEE held on Thursday 17th April 2008 in Room 11, Town Hall, Royston at 7.p.m. 

PRESENT:
Mr. Les. Baker (in the Chair).



Councillors Beardwell, Berry, Mayne, Prime & Smith



Museum Trustees: Peter King, Peter Ketteringham, Philip Smith, Jenny Smith



Friends of Royston Museum: Shirley Thrussell and Betty Skyrme


 NHDC museum curator officer Ros Allwood.

Royston Town Council officers: Susan Thornton-Björk (Town Clerk) and Carole Kaszak (Curator)
374/08
APOLOGIES

Apologies for absence were received from: Mike Lawrence 

375/08
MINUTES:

The minutes of the 17th January 2008 were amended to include Ros Allwood NHDC officer’s attendance and the alteration of polices to policies in minutes 288/08. The minutes of the meeting held 17th January 2008 were then approved and signed as a correct record of the meeting. 

376/08
CURATORS REPORT: (copy attached to the minute book):

The curator presented her report to the committee. Thanks were given to Philip Smith for his work involved with the new museum sign. 


The current exhibition by the Royston Stamp Club was proving to be very popular and interesting. Over 100 people had been to view it already. 


Members noted that Greneway School pupils as part of a school project about the Royston Tapestry were making their own wall hanging. 


Thanks went to the Friends for funding the conservation costs (£1690) on Whydale etchings.  

377/08
MUSEUM ACCREDITATION: 


Carole informed members she was about to fill in the application form and Ros has offered her help with this. 

378/08
ROYSTON TAPESTRY:


At a recent meeting of the Museum Trustees and Town Councillors the mounting of the Tapestry had been raised. Mounting costs were likely to be very expensive as it would also mean re-organising the present displays in the museum and require new cases. The Tapestry was likely to be about 5-6 years away from finishing.  It is important to get the tapestry mounted correctly as it is a unique piece of work and will greatly promote Royston and the museum in future years. 


It was agreed that a presentation should be arranged for members of the Town, District and County Council to view the Tapestry in the Museum. Carole to arrange a date for this with Susan. 

  
After discussion it was agreed that the setting up of a working party to look for ways to fund the Tapestry mounting be introduced at the presentation.

379/08
ANY OTHER BUSINESS:


Councillor Smith reported that a further meeting had taken place with District Councillors. The District Councillors had reported their response received from officers of NHDC and that there was no money in this year’s budget to help with the running of Royston’s museum.  They will try to get some funding in the following year’s budget for Royston’s museum. 


It is possible to apply to the Area Committee for grants to help fund projects in the museum.


It was noted that the District Councillors are very supportive of the museum. 


After further discussion it was agreed to set up a working party to look at ways to promote the museum and to produce a list of projects that needed doing in the museum and to look at ways of applying for funds for them.


Councillor Beardwell, Councillor Smith, Councillor Prime, Les Baker, Philip Smith and Carole Kaszak agreed to be part of the working party.

380/08
DATE OF NEXT MEETING

Provisional date for the next meeting is 24th July 2008.


There being no other business the Chairman closed the meeting at 7.57pm.

