ROYSTON TOWN COUNCIL AND NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

ROYSTON TOWN COUNCIL ANNUAL TOWN MEETING AND ROYSTON & DISTRICT AREA COMMITTEE OF NHDC ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING

Held in the Heritage Hall, Royston Town Hall, Royston, at 7.30pm
on Thursday 26th  March 2009
Present:

Royston Town Council: Councillors Grimes(Town Mayor), Berry, Davidson, Doel, Harrison, Kennedy, Mayne, Phillips, Smith

Officers Susan Thornton-Bjork Town Clerk, Jean Waldock Assistant Town Clerk

North Hertfordshire District Council: Councillors Beardwell, Burt, Hill, Hunter, Inwood and R Smith 

Officer Alan Fleck

Hertfordshire County Council:  Councillor Doug Drake

Town Centre Manager Geraint Burnell

3 Members of Royston Youth Council

Approximately 50 electors of the town

1.
The Mayor opened the meeting by welcoming everyone to the meeting and then asked everyone to join in a minute’s silence for Councillor Lill and Councillor Prime who had passed away during the past year.

He then went on to say how much he was enjoying his Mayoral year and gave his thanks to all the people who worked hard in various organisations. Attendance is required at many town events and it can be a very busy time for the Mayor, especially during the summer when church and school fetes etc. are held.  He hoped the press coverage of his attendance at these events would enlighten people as to how much work was done by volunteers in Royston. He had particularly enjoyed his Christmas Day visits to the local hospital and nursing homes.

Finally, the Mayor thanked everyone who had supported his fund raising events and his fellow Councillors and the town council staff for all their help during the year. 
2.
Apologies:

Apologies were received from:

Town Councillor Gaillard, District Councillor Inwood 
Mary Caldwell Planning Manager NHDC

Shirley Thrussell

3.
Minutes:

The minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on Thursday 27 March 2008 were signed as a correct record.

4.
Report from Town Centre Manager: Geraint Burnell
The usual allocations of time were made to run events such as the Easter Chocolate Trail and the Christmas Carnival. The Town Council’s May Fayre continues to grow from strength to strength – which added a degree of complication to the task of planning and implementing a layout! 

There were also substantial changes this year. One of these was in relation to the Charter Market -where considerable effort over an extended period of time resulted in the winning of a contract for Royston Town Council to run our markets. This in turn enabled the recruitment of a dedicated Markets Manager who, in a remarkably short period of time, has not only ‘turned-around’ the Charter Market but also took charge of the monthly Saturday Farmers Market, the visiting markets (French and Italian) and assisted with the monthly Sunday Farmers’ market.

The biggest change this year, however, has been driven by Royston’s Business Improvement District (BID). Having satisfied the statutory requirements to proceed with the BID, a referendum was held in November which resulted in a positive ‘Yes’ vote. This result sees the Royston Town Centre Forum voting itself out of existence – transferring its tasks and obligations to the BID Company, Royston First BID Company Ltd.

5.
Royston Youth Council:
Three members from the Royston Youth Council gave an excellent and informative presentation on their work and vision for the future of the young people of Royston. They have put on many events during the past year and took part in the May Fayre making and selling non-alcoholic cocktails to raise funds towards their activities. At present, they are looking forward to visiting the Houses of Parliament in June following an invitation from local MP Oliver Heald.  They are also busy trying to recruit more members and will be inviting youths from other schools to join the committee.

6.
Presentation of Community Service Awards and Community Chest Awards:

The Mayor presented the Civic Awards to: 
Royston Town Band, recognised for the time and pleasure it has given annually to patients in Royston Hospital and local nursing homes over the Christmas period.  

Royston Town Centre Forum, for the hard work it had put in to secure a successful vote for the Business Improvement District, through its members of the Royston First Group.  

Sylvia Beamon and Joe Macdonald were awarded for their individual sterling efforts on behalf of their various community involvements over a period of many years.

This was followed with the presentation of the Community Chest Awards; these awards help local organisations with funding for particular projects within the town. 


	Organisation
	Award

	Air Cadets, Bassingbourn
	£100

	Frank Letts Blind Fellowship of Royston
	£240

	Richmond Fellowship
	£100

	Rotary Club of Royston
	£250

	Royston Arts Festival
	£50

	Royston District Scouts
	£200

	Royston & District Twinning Association
	£150

	The Royston Pink Ribbon Run/Walk Committee
	£100

	Royston Rascals
	£60

	Royston Town Band
	£150

	Time Trackers Club
	£100



7.
REPORTS FROM ROYSTON TOWN COUNCIL’S COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN:
Finance Committee: Leader & Chairman of Finance, Councillor Berry reported.

Ladies and gentlemen, councillors, I can hardly believe a year has passed by so quickly.

Firstly I would like to thank Cllr Grimes for his hard work and dedication as Mayor of Royston. His succession was unfortunately held up due to the passing of Cllr Peter Lill who is sorely missed on the council.  As you will have seen in the press we lost another of our councillors recently, Cllr Bill Prime.  Not only will Bill be missed from the council but many other groups and committees around Royston.

During the last year Royston Town Council gained management of the towns historic markets which  I am pleased to say are becoming more vibrant and diverse, I would like to offer my thanks to Emma Burgess our new market manager for her dedicated hard work and enthusiasm.

We gained Quality Town Council status at the end of 2007; part of the requisite for this was the production of a quarterly newsletter.  This has been distributed alongside the police crime report over the last 18/24 months, we are now very excited to report that with sponsorship from Johnson and Matthey & The Listing magazine, this is soon to be published in the Listing, in the hope that more people will be able to read it.

Royston Museum has gained Quality Accreditation due to the dedicated work of the Curator Carole Kaszak and the assistant curator Anstey Garrick Green.  My thanks go to them and to the many volunteers that keep the Museum one of the best in Hertfordshire.

Remembrance Day saw the town council plant a commemorative tree in the Priory Memorial Gardens, this was in recognition to all those who have fought for us in conflicts and wars.

The town council continues to support other areas of Royston, the War Memorial and Royston Cave; we also support and promote both Royston in Bloom and have a major part in the organisation of the May Fayre.

I think everyone has been hit by the credit crunch, utility bills have risen, and interest rates have fallen, the town council is not exempt from this and has had increases in its utility bills and administration costs as well as seeing a reduction in the interest it receives.  Royston Town Council is always mindful of not putting even more of a financial burden onto our residents and therefore the Finance Committee, working with the town clerk had a hard time arriving at a precept that would allow the town council to function correctly without putting too much added expense onto the residents of Royston.  This year’s precept increase amounted to an increase of 1penny a day per band D household.

Lastly, I would like to thank all staff and my fellow Councillors for their hard work and dedication over the last year and look forward to possibly a happier 2009/10.

Planning Committee: Chairman Councillor Kennedy reported
First, may I thank the Town Clerk and staff for their support to myself and the committee; at times they show remarkable patience.  I would also like to put on record mine and the committee's appreciation of the contribution made to the Planning Committee by Councillor Bill Prime.  Bill was a former Chairman and had been my deputy this year, he will be much missed.

During this council year, the Planning Committee has so far considered 116 applications, a reduction on last year with a marked decline in applications in the last few months as the economy has unraveled.
The town council cannot grant permission on an application, but we have to be consulted on all applications for developments in    Royston, with our views taken into account by the district council when they make their decision. The majority of planning             applications are decided by the planning officer under delegated powers; however, all applications which are not supported by the town council are referred to the district council's Planning Control Committee for a decision by district councillors. In fact, the town council's Planning Committee supports the majority of applications, although we often comment and suggest    conditions for the Planning Officer to consider.  Where we object to an application we have to state why we object, not liking an application is not sufficient reason for an objection; we have to state why on   planning grounds we consider the application unsatisfactory.

Of the 116 applications considered this year, we only failed to support 14, of which nine were eventually refused by North Herts and two still have to be decided.  Two of the proposals we supported were refused by the district and three were withdrawn.

During the course of the year we have also given evidence at three Appeal Hearings.  The first a change of use for 1 Angel Pavement, where the applicant was successful in contesting refusal of permission for change of use from shop to restaurant, and where there is now a restaurant.  Secondly, the appeal against refusal for development of 7 Melbourn Road, a success as the appeal was dismissed.  Presumably a       revised proposal will be submitted at some stage. The third appeal was against the refusal to develop 27 Heathfield, where Councillor Smith made representation on behalf of the town council, there is as yet no decision on this appeal.

There were less Consultations this year, although we did comment on the draft project plan for the next review of the East of England Plan. However bad the economy is, you can be sure there will some area of the government beavering away on producing a Plan.  Whether it will have relevance to the world as we will know it is irrelevant, planners must be kept in work.

I'm sure that we will see a further reduction in planning applications over the next 12 months, particularly for major developments as I'm not sure there is anywhere left to put them in Royston.  Although I do expect to see a proposal from North Hertfordshire Homes for the Priory Cinema site.  Generally their   proposals are well designed, unlike much of the dross we've had to suffer in recent years and I look forward to seeing what their plans are for this very important site. We need a very high quality design in this location.     

General Purpose & Highways Committee: Chairman Councillor M Harrison 
First of all I must apologize for missing both the January and March meetings through injury.  I would however like to thank Cllr Philip Mayne for standing in for me during this period. 
Many issues have come before the committee over the last 12 months, and it’s good to see that the Railway underpass has advanced to the point where plans for the project are now going forward for planning consideration. 
Parking in Garden Walk has proved a problem following the restrictions being introduced in Newmarket Road area.  We have referred this matter to the Royston & District Area Committee of NHDC who is dealing with this matter to try and resolve it, and all parking problems in our town.

Problems at “the Cross” have also been considered; again the area committee has supported us, and has various ideas under consideration for the area which is also to be considered in the overall plans for the centre of our town.

We are also looking at the possibility of increasing the Cold Calling Zones with the police.

Templars Gate has also been discussed especially the flooding issues in that area.  Town councillors who live in the area and the area committee are working extremely hard to try to resolve this problem, and are having meetings with other interested bodies.  The problem of flooding in Burns Road is also being dealt with.

A working party was set up to give their views on the consultation of the Code of Practice for local government.

We continue to work with organisations dealing with youth matters, and town and district councillors continue to speak to the pupils at the various town schools, as well as supporting Royston Youth Council.

A plan to cover emergencies has also been put in place by the town council.

In closing, I would like to thank my deputy Cllr Philip Mayne and all the members of the committee, for their hard work over the year.  I would also like to thank the Town Clerk, her deputy, and the other ladies in the office for their help over the year. 

Finally, I would like to thank County Councillor Doug Drake and District Councillor Fiona Hill for attending our meetings when their own commitments allow and for their help and advice over the past year.  Cllr Drake will be missed when he retires.  I would like to wish him a happy and health retirement, and thank him for all his assistance over the years.

8.
Report from Hertfordshire County Councillor Doug Drake:

Mr. Mayor, Councillors, Ladies & Gentlemen,

It gives me great pleasure to both be here tonight, and to give you a brief report on County Council matters.

In these times of economic gloom, I am pleased that the cost of County Services has been kept within target; a 3.5% rise in Council Tax will cover the wide range of excellent services provided.  With over £17.4m of efficiency savings made, it has kept tax rise to a minimum.  Whilst this wretched government, gives Hertfordshire the lowest grant increase in the country, meaning our tax payers have to find some three quarters of our budget spend, whilst more favoured counties in the north find that government grant funds three quarters of their budget spend.  You can draw your own conclusions!

Demography pressures, particularly in our care of the elderly, have increased by £10m.  Adult Care continues to provide comfort and support too many elderly residents; we are endeavouring to care for people in their own homes wherever possible, with the new Community Meals service delivering warm, tasty, and healthy meals to the elderly and vulnerable.

We are again making additional funding available to maintain our highways.  For Royston that will mean necessary drainage investigation/work in various places including the Burns Road, and Templars Gate Estate, light column replacement, and resurfacing of selected roads and footpaths.

The A505 bypass (eastern stretch) will have speed restriction during May, for highway maintenance and anybody using the A1M is warned that maintenance work on the Hatfield Tunnel commences in May, resulting in closure of one tunnel for six months followed by the second tunnel, there are bound to be delays.

Our local Schools continue to have excellent reports, all our Primary schools, along with Greneway, Roysia, St Mary’s and Meridian are producing good results, the only concern is a drop in pupil numbers, which may need to be addressed.

We should be proud of our County Library, it offers a first class service to the people of Royston, whether it’s a book to read, a website to browse or a video or DVD to view, all are dealt with by friendly and knowledgeable staff, they are a great credit to the service.

We should not forget our Fire and Rescue Service, always there on call for any emergency.  They also do great work in educating the public, both at home and in schools, about preventative and safety measurers.  Again, there are doubts about the wisdom of a regional control centre, County control is currently in Stevenage and may feel that’s where it should stay, however it’s another government initiative to create regional control at huge expense, we can only hope it will work and not become just another government gaffe.

Our County Police are locally very approachable, and discuss many of their problems with us as local forums.  They actively engage and deal with many of the problems concerning young people.  More serious crime requires the expertise of other departments; I applaud the work they do as reported regularly in the Safer Neighbourhood Newsletter.

NHS security is a task government has given to County Councils, and we look at all areas of work covered by them.  I am impressed by the continued improvement and restructure of services within Hertfordshire and although many local people consider Addenbrooks to be their first choice, can I assure you that Hertfordshire NHS offer a first class and rapidly improving service for many.  NHS Dental Care should become more available to many as funding for treatment has increased.

Winter maintenance, of roads and footpaths will know doubt still be fresh in your minds, I was not happy with local action in and around the Royston and next week I will be one of six members scrutinising the County Highways response to winter snow and ice conditions.  We must have local crews organised and on call, instructed as to what is required of them The county indeed salt all main roads, B Roads, and in town bus routes – that’s 1500 miles and £30,000 every outing.  They are not in a position to deal with many local roads and footpaths.  Salt bins are now much in evidence, but more are required and they must be kept topped up.  Real winter conditions are a big problem, something that many of us have lived with and coped with over the years, but in today’s world more is expected, and we need to find new ways of dealing with such events.

I spoke last year of the loss of the local 17 bus service, well another bus was duly scheduled for a once a week service to and from Coombelands.  It has been well used, and successful.  I cannot promise any increase in this service at present, but I do live in hope.  I am pleased to report that people in Old North Road will benefit from a bus shelter shortly to be erected for people coming into town.

Finally, I must mention the Railway Underpass, a project which I have enjoyed seeing develop over the last three years.  The construction has been delayed by another year until Christmas 2010, a disappointment but a necessary step in order to obtain ownership rights over the Coombes Hole Lane.  Planning permission is currently being sought.  I’m sure many of you would have attended a recent public consultation exercise right here in this hall or at Coombes Community centre.  The details of the scheme covers many issues, public security, cameras and lighting, access to allotments, shared use of surfaces, local cycle network, an A10 Melbourn Road safe crossing.  I am sure this Underpass will prove to be a huge benefit to many local people; I look forward to its completion.

I told last year’s Annual Town Meeting that this would be my final year as your County Councillor. It has been a memorable and happy twenty years, twelve of those years as your County Councillor serving you and dealing with the many problems and queries that arise.  I have had excellent support from Council Officers at every level, and I thank Susan and her team here tonight and District Officers, for all their assistance over the years.  I have enjoyed the experience immensely.  I can only wish my successor every good wish, and trust they get as much pleasure from this elected office as I have.

I am still your County Councillor, until June 11th, and remain active and alert to all situations

Thank you

9.
North Hertfordshire District Council Royston & District Area Public Meeting – District Councillor Fiona Hill, Chairman of the Royston & District Area Committee:

Mr. Mayor, Councillors, Ladies and Gentlemen.

Thank you all for attending the 10th joint Annual Town and District Council meeting, which continues to be an excellent way of engaging with the community in Royston and the surrounding villages.

The Area Committee meetings during this civic year have had very full agendas and most have been extremely well attended by the general public on a variety of issues.  These have included presentations from Sport Royston, Royston Youth Council, Royston First, The House, Pensioners’ Action Group and the work of the Magistrates’ Courts. We have also received representations from residents in Barkway Road, Royston and Barley village regarding speeding issues in these areas.  In Barkway, a presentation was also received regarding the situation of traveller sites.  Flooding issues in Royston have been high on the agendas, with presentations from the Templars Gate and Burns Road estates.  These issues are currently being investigated by Anglian Water, the Highways Authority and North Hertfordshire District Council and a resolution to the problems is looking very promising. Anglian Water, Hertfordshire Highways and officers from N.H.D.C. have been present at our meetings to listen to the views of committee members, Town councillors and residents.  Residents’ meetings have also taken place.  I am pleased to report that, following representation regarding the loss of the No. 17 bus, last year, a bus service has been implemented to incorporate the Coombelands area and provide some transport to the town centre.

The Area Committee has ensured that each agenda contains an item of particular importance to the community.  Health, Youth issues and Policing have all been included.  We were fortunate to have the attendance of a local G.P. who gave us the benefit of his knowledge and a view of how Health issues are progressing locally and in Hertfordshire generally.  The Police were represented by the Inspector, Sgt. and P.C.S.O.  Ideas were discussed such as extending the Cold Calling Zone and the Area Committee providing funds towards CCTV equipment, which could be dedicated totally to Royston and remain in certain sites permanently. The Youth Council continues to flourish and we are delighted to support it as an Area Committee.  Members of the Area Committee have also attended citizenship classes, with Town and County Councillors, at various schools in Royston, to talk to the Youth Councils regarding how the different councils work and gaining feedback from the schools on positive or negative points which they feel exist in Royston.

The Committee has, amongst others, given input into the Royston Town Centre Strategy, Royston Railway Underpass, 2009-10 Budget and is currently about to undertake participation in the Local Urban Transport Plan and 2005-2010 Rural Strategy.

The Area Committee has been working with the Highways Authority and has provided match funding from the Area Capital Visioning fund towards work in and around Royston.  Improvements to cobbles and street furniture have been made in the town centre. The yellow lines are now implemented in Newmarket Road, King James Way and Rock Road and will soon be present in York Way, where objections have caused a delay.  Other areas of Royston are also currently being investigated for improvements, including Garden Walk.  The Area Committee is pushing for work in Melbourn Street in an attempt to improve safety caused by double parking and prevent any possible damage to Royston Cave.

The Royston and District Committee’s Discretionary Fund and small grants budget has assisted a large number of organisations throughout the year.  Grants provided have included Barkway Handbell Ringers, Barkway Village Hall, Churches Together, Coombes Community Centre, Reed Cricket Club, Rotary Club towards the Kite Festival, Royston Arts Festival, Royston BMX Club, Royston Day Centre and the Young Person of the Year Award.  We are also delighted to continue supporting the Town Centre Manager who works extremely hard for the town and has been working with the Town and District Councils on such initiatives as bringing the markets to a local level, with a dedicated Markets Manager and progressing the BID (Business Improvement District) process through the Town Centre Forum and now Royston First.  The result was positive and this should have a major impact on improvements in the town.   We have provided the Town Council with grants towards new notice boards, Royston in Bloom and Royston May Fayre.  A grant has also been allocated to Royston Museum, which recently gained Accredited Status. I should like to thank Alan Fleck, Royston’s Community Development Officer for his hard work in the community and working with local organisations and for his personal support to me.

The Committee has allocated funds to ensure that free parking after 4 p.m. was possible for the week prior to Christmas and will be providing funds for one free day’s parking this year, in an attempt to encourage shoppers into Royston Town Centre.  I am delighted that, following heavy pressure from the Area Committee and presentations at Cabinet, Royston car parking charges will not increase this year and I hope this will contribute to the vitality and viability of Royston Town Centre.  It is encouraging that new shops are opening.  It should be noted that the closure of some stores is a decision made at national and not local level.  Whilst talking about the Town Centre I would comment that the situation regarding the pigeons in the High Street is currently under review.

Councillor Surgeries have continued, mainly in the form of “open air surgeries” held in the town.  These have been extremely successful and very well attended.  We intend to continue with these throughout 2009.  I would strongly encourage members of the public to attend and participate in our meetings and surgeries.  We very much value this input.

I will close by thanking all the Council officers (Town, District and County) for their invaluable help and advice, particularly Mr. Alan Fleck (C.D.O.), Susanne Gow our Committee Clerk, Susan Thornton-Bjork (Royston Town Council Clerk) and her team (Jean, Pam and Yolanda) my Vice Chairman, Councillor Howard Marshall, who represents the villages surrounding Royston, together with all other Councillor colleagues on the Area Committee, for their support and contributions throughout the Civic year.  Thank you also to the Town Councillors and the public for their support and attendance at our meetings and the press for their coverage.  Last, but certainly not least, I should like to thank County Councillor Doug Drake who is standing down this year.  He has not only supported the Area Committee, by attending and offering valuable contributions at the meetings, but has also always freely given his help and advice to me since I was elected as a Councillor.  I would like to offer him our very best wishes.
Mr. Mayor this concludes my report.

10.
Questions from Electors

The Town Mayor then asked for questions from the floor:

Mr Ray Smith commented on the increase in this year’s Council Tax, staff salaries, the fact that the Police Station was no longer open all week, and that the roads around Royston were in an appalling state. Councillor Drake responded that it was difficult to keep the increase in council tax low when Hertfordshire receives one of the lowest grants in the country from government. 

Tracy Henogan asked when and if the broken slide in Newmarket Road playground will be repaired and voiced her concerns over the damage being done in local parks.
Councillor Hill responded by saying, that it was going to be repaired. Councillor F J Smith reported that a press release had been released today  about the amount of damaged to play equipment in Royston which amounted to approx £60,000 to try to encourage members of the public who see any damage taking place to report it immediately. 

Mrs Smith asked why car-park charges could not be reduced Councillor F Smith replied, costs are quite considerable to run the car-parks, The Area Committee are looking at different pricing structure for different areas. 

Mr Smith asked what the net income is after parking machine costs are taken out, is it profitable? Councillor F J Smith replied, at present Royston fees are staying the same while Hitchin and Letchworth’s  will be increasing, under Baldock’s new regeneration scheme they may also have charges imposed on them. It is likely that there will be increases in 2010/2011, but different charges need to remain between the larger and smaller towns.
As there were no further questions the Town Mayor thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and closed the meeting at 20.45pm
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