ROYSTON TOWN COUNCIL AND NORTH HERTFORDSHIRE DISTRICT COUNCIL

ROYSTON TOWN COUNCIL ANNUAL TOWN MEETING AND ROYSTON & DISTRICT COMMITTEE OF NHDC ANNUAL PUBLIC MEETING

Held in the Heritage Hall, Royston Town Hall, Royston, at 7.30pm
on Thursday 22 March 2007

Present:

Royston Town Council:

Councillors Berry (Town Mayor), Davidson, Gaillard, Harrison, Mayne, Phillips and Prime,

Officers, Susan Thornton-Björk Town Clerk and Jean Waldock Assistant to Town Clerk

North Hertfordshire District Council:

Councillors Burt, Hill (Area Chairman), Hunter, Inwood, Smith (Leader of the Council)
1 officer of the District Council, Tom Rea (Planning)

Hertfordshire County Council:


Councillor Drake

Approximately 60 electors of the town

The Mayor opened the meeting by welcoming everyone.
1.
Apologies:

Apologies were received from:

Town Councillors Grimes, Kennedy, Lill, and Smith, 

District Councillor Beardwell
District Council Officers Mary Caldwell, and Alan Fleck

An apology was also received from Celia Walpole and Mr G Palmer
2.
Minutes:

The minutes of the Annual Town Meeting held on Thursday 30 March 2006 were signed as a correct record.

3.
Annual Statement from the Town Mayor: 

The Town Mayor gave an overview of her mayoral year so far and reported that she had attended 7 Brownie/Guides/Scouts events, 7 concerts, 10/12 civic services and fund raising events, 6 AGM’s and presentation evenings. She had also planted a tree and opened shops. 

The Mayor had also enjoyed many lunches, dinners and buffets and had been accompanied by her consort David, who had also enjoyed every moment of it.
The Mayor thanked everyone who had supported her own fund raising events, to date she has raised just under £5,000, she then went on to promote her next event which is the Minden Band Concert in the Town Hall, they will be playing big band sounds including Glenn Miller and will be accompanied by a singer. The date for this concert is the 20th April 2007. 
The Mayor still has 10 engagements to attend before the end of her year and stated that she will really miss it. 

Finally the Mayor thanked the Town Hall staff for all their support especially Pam who helped her juggle her diary.

4.
Presentation of Community Service Awards and Community Chest Awards:

The Mayor presented the following awards:


Community Service Awards to: 

Celia Walpole in recognition of her hard work and dedication during 13 years as Town Clerk of Royston Town Council

Steven Renwick in recognition of his services to scouting in Royston
Michelle Renwick in recognition of her services to scouting as District Commissioner
Matthew Coppen in recognition of his accomplishments in bowling, at town, district and county level and in particular achieving National Under 25 Singles Champion during 2006.

Les Baker  in recognition of his hard work for the town during his terms of office as councillor for town and district and for his dedicated support of Royston and District Museum over many years.

Anthony Carroll in recognition of his services to education for over 30 years as teacher, deputy head and head teacher of St. Mary’s Catholic Primary School

Community Chest Awards, grants were made to the following organisation to support their activities:

	Air Cadets
	Financial assistance for hire of climbing wall

	Anthony Nolan Trust
	Knockout Challenge - community fundraising event

	Archaelogy Family Fun Day (Royston Museum)
	Family Fun Archaeology Day at Royston & District Museum in July

	Home-Start Royston & South Cambridgeshire
	To run a training program 'The Money Secret' for volunteers to help families to manage money/debt issues

	Royston Arts Society
	Towards the rental of Royston Town Hall for the Annual Exhibition 2007

	Royston Choral Society

	Towards the cost of a Choral Workshop Day as part of Royston Arts Festival


	Royston Community Association
	Towards the 30th Anniversary of the Community Association & 20th Anniversary of the opening of Coombes Community Centre /Royston in Bloom project to plant trees and plants

	Royston District Scout Council

	To help part-fund the scouts Centenary Fund Day in Royston


	Royston Friends of Guiding
	Towards the purchase of new tables and chairs for the guide hut

	Royston Town Band
	To assist with the costs involved in the Town Band's trip to the Whit Friday Banding Competition

	St. John Ambulance
	To help fund an event to celebrate 75 years since the inauguration of the St. John Ambulance in Royston

	The Open House Project
	To help fund the provision of a wall mounted computer screen for display of photos and artwork

	The Tom Easton Flavosum Trust
	To help towards the provision of a pilot DJ course in Royston for 13-16 year olds, one evening per week for 8 weeks.


	Westgate Dance Fund
	To help towards the cost of the coach to take 40 girls from Westgate Dance School to perform at Sadlers Wells Theatre


5.
REPORTS FROM ROYSTON TOWN COUNCIL’S COMMITTEE CHAIRMEN:

Finance Committee: Councillor Philip Mayne, Leader of the Council reported:

Since the last Annual Town Meeting there had been a significant change in the running of the town council in that our former Town Clerk has now retired after guiding the council very well for thirteen years.  We are fortunate that her experienced and well qualified deputy, Susan Thornton-Björk has been appointed as our new Town Clerk, and as her assistant we have been able to secure the services of Jean Waldock. 

One of the principal duties of the Finance Committee is to prepare a budget to set Royston’s precept.  Many of the 2006-2007 budget headings remain unchanged but otherwise a 2% increase has been made.  In the case of insurance, rates and fuel a 5% increase was felt prudent reflecting higher than expected rises in 2006-2007. The overall increase equates to 4p per band D household per week.  There are only three new items in the budget for 2007-2008, a small sum for Quality Town Council Status, a refurbished copier for the museum, and the largest sum of £5,000 for the external decorations of the Royston Town Hall. I’m sure we all agree that the exterior of the town hall is desperate for this redecoration. 

He then mentioned that, a small working party had been set up to examine the possibility of Royston Town Council applying for Quality Town Council Status accreditation, under the chairmanship of Councillor Davidson. The working party had demonstrated that for very little additional expenditure, accreditation was within our grasp since the town council already fulfils the majority of the accreditation criteria, and they have produced a newsletter called the Royston Town Crier which is available at the library and the Town Hall. It is proposed to produce this on a quarterly basis. Councillor Mayne said he was grateful to the working party for their diligence. 
While the budget provides annual expenditure for the restoration and maintenance of the War Memorial, the bulk of the town’s contribution is spent on insurance.  The current restoration is being funded by contributions of £7000 each from English Heritage and North Herts District Council for which our thanks are due.

Another item in the budget is the council’s continuing support for the Town Centre Manager, Geraint Burnell, who is doing much to try to restore the fortunes of the town centre.  He has organised both the Farmers and the European markets, and has procured us smart new market stalls.  He also makes himself available on many other occasions such as the May Fayre day. This event is also sponsored by the town council and will be on the 7th May this year.

We have also been well served for the previous three years by our Town Crier, Graham Pfaff, who has provided a stentorian voice and a splash of colour to the town, we were very happy to reappoint him for a further three years and hope he does not cry himself hoarse over this period.  

Finally, you may have noticed the work being undertaken to refurbish Market Hill Rooms.  The cost of this work is not directly affecting the precept as it is funded by part of the money raised form the sale of Stamford Yard.  It will provide Royston with a greatly enhanced facility.

Planning Committee: Councillor Bill Prime, Chairman of the committee reported:

The Planning Committee have consulted on a total of 122 applications during the last year, of these approximately one third of them have proved controversial. When these have appeared on the agenda, the council have increasingly seen groups of concerned residents forming themselves into properly constituted organisations and coming to meetings to voice their concerns through an elected spokesperson. This is a very welcome trend, because not only does it help the town council’s Planning Committee, it also helps the planning officers at NHDC, as they have an elected spokesperson to consult and meet with.
At a time when the Conservation Policy review was out for public consultation it was very helpful for views of residents in different parts of the town to be heard. 

In conclusion Councillor Prime said that he was sure NHDC planning officers would be willing to hear views at an early stage so that applicants of plans can be advised before an application comes before the planning committees. 

General Purpose & Highways Committee: Councillor Mike Harrison, Vice-Chairman of the Committee reported:

It had been a very busy year and the following issues had been discussed by the committee:
Cold Calling Zones: At present the town council is in discussions with the police authorities on setting up of such zones, and a survey is being carried out. 

On mentioning the police the chairman reported that the committee had expressed their opposition to the merger of the Hertfordshire Force with the Essex and Bedfordshire Force, but it seems now that the government have dropped this idea.

Gypsy Sites: The committee are waiting for further information following a draft policy from the East of England Assembly. 
Train Timetables: First Capital Connect is considering a change to its timetables. The Committee is aware that both our MP Oliver Heald and the North Herts District Council have expressed their opposition to these changes and the town council is supporting the efforts already being made.  All proposed changes will not only affect Royston, but the whole district in general, a reduced service must be resisted.
Parking: The question of parking is a major problem in Royston. The district’s increase in parking charges has not helped the situation.  To avoid paying parking charges more people are parking on the streets, and this is causing major problems in Newmarket Road and the side streets off that road, and King James Way.  There is also the question of parking in the whole of the town centre in general, and the cost of parking. Members have asked for a meeting with North Herts District Council to discuss the matter, and such a meeting has been arranged for 12th April. 

In conclusion Councillor Harrison explained that he had given this report following the resignation of Chris Barton from the town council and went on to thank him for the work he had done on this committee during his time as chairman. He went on to thank his fellow councillors for their help and assistance, and also Celia Walpole ex town clerk now retired, Susan Thornton-Björk her successor, and all the other members of staff in the office for their help and assistance over the past year. 

6.
Report from Hertfordshire County Councillor Doug Drake:

At the start of his report Councillor Drake expressed his thanks to Royston Town Council and its officers both for their support and for giving him the opportunity to make this brief report tonight, he said he intended just to mention a few subjects which he felt may be of interest.

The Secretary of State has revised the East of England housing figures. In Hertfordshire they have risen by 20% to over 83,000 homes that are required to be built, with little hope of any redress, despite county and district council objection.  With no funding for infrastructure improvements, and growing concern over water availability it makes this and the development of the second runway at Stansted quite unacceptable. Stevenage, Harlow, and Hemel Hempstead are prime targets for growth, but doubtless we will all feel the effects of this pressure.

Royston Railway Station is rated the 300th busiest in the country, it’s due for a facelift we are told, just a pity the proposed new rail service is causing concern.   Some details of new timetables are starting to surface from First Capital Connect.  It is likely the loss of the non-stop express service to Kings X could be replaced by a fast service with very few stops, and that some peak time services would start from Royston so that a more comfortable journey could result for all. 

The new Household Waste Site continues to serve the town well, and the access road to it has now been resurfaced.  A number of roads and footpaths during this year have also been resurfaced through the excellent County Highways Extra Programme. It cost £10m this year, but its success has ensured that the county council will again spend a further £10m this coming financial year, and more local roads will benefit.  An Activated Speed Sign should shortly appear on the London Road.
Adult Care is again causing concern with spiraling costs; this has come about due to our population growing older, with people living longer.  Care in one’s own home is very much the way forward.  Plans for Royston’s local hospital are being studied by consultants but with the Primary Care Trust strapped for cash, it could be sometime before any positive move occurs.

Last year there were concerns over proposed cuts to Royston’s day crewing arrangements at the Fire Station, but common sense prevailed and the crewing was left intact and we still have a first class Fire & Rescue Service here in Royston.

The Burns Road railway underpass design is in hand, with X-rays for hidden services about to be carried out. Funding from outside sources is being sought and a small interest group is being formed to support a county bid to Sustrans, an organization, who gain Lottery funding to assist with projects that allow people to walk or cycle to areas previously denied by physical constraint. They have part funded many schemes nationally. 

Global Warming-Renewable Energy and Carbon dioxide emissions seem to be the buzz words these days at County Hall.  It is important that we do all we can to reduce CO2 emissions.

The Youth Service is about to have a shake up, our schools are performing well and the library service has new opening hours which will make for greater accessibility.

Councillor Drake finished his report by saying how pleased he was to see more police presence in our town. The three Community Police officers in Royston, are appearing with more regularity on our streets, we need to see this continue, along with full police presence when necessary to deal with some of the more serious problems effecting peoples safety and security in an age where personal and social values for so many are meaningless; manners, respect, and pride are fast disappearing, but we can be rest assured the County Council will still endeavor to make Hertfordshire a better place to live, work and play.  
7.
North Hertfordshire District Council Public Meeting – District Councillor Fiona Hill, Chairman of the Royston & District Area Committee:

Councillor Hill thanked everyone for attending this 8th joint Annual Town and District Council meeting.  It is an excellent opportunity for public participation in the town. 

She then reported that the Area Committee has, once again, had a very busy year. They have considered 26 of the 438 planning applications in Royston and the surrounding area (4 were refused, 14 approved and the remainder were deferred or were applications to discharge).

There have been some large and controversial applications this year.  These have included applications on the Ling Dynamics and Heath House sites.  With the latter application the developer agreed to lower the height of the building, following concerns from members of the committee and local residents.  There has also been another application for the site at 16-20 Green Drift; this has been deferred for the developer to reconsider plans for the site, following opposition from the Area Committee and local residents. Planning permission has also been granted, in Queens Road, for the long awaited dentist in Royston.  This will be much welcomed by the residents of the town.  
There has been a great deal of public participation on many of the planning applications considered by the Royston and District Area Committee and this is welcomed.

Councillor Hill then thanked the planning officers for all their advice and assistance during the year.

A number of petitions have been received by the Area Committee this year. These include petitions against the increase in car parking charges, bus services and closure of the bus station public conveniences.  However, on a positive note the public conveniences at the Cross and Fish Hill are being upgraded and rebuilt to comply with current legislation and discussions are taking place to see if a way forward can be found at the other site.  The Area Committee continues to provide funding towards cross border bus fares for the elderly.

The Committee has given input into various consultations including the Arts, Museums and Heritage Strategy for North Hertfordshire and the Royston Conservation Area Review.

The issue of Councillor Surgeries has been on the agenda and there has been an increase in attendance since the surgeries first started in 2005.  It would appear that members of the public feel this is an important point of direct contact with their local Councillors.

The Royston and District Committee’s Discretionary fund and small grants budget has supported many organisations in the town throughout the year.  It continues to support the Town Centre Manager who works really hard for the town and has progressed various initiatives.  It has supported Royston Town Council with grants of £8,600, £7,000 and £550 towards hanging baskets for Royston in Bloom, refurbishment of the War Memorial and towards Royston May Fayre.  Funds have also been allocated to Royston Day Centre, Home Start, Royston Celtic Football Club, for a youth initiative, the Twinning Association, Rotary Club and Royston Community Association and this list is not exhaustive.

The Area Committee has continued to work with the Highways Authority and has provided match funding from the Area Capital Visioning fund towards work in and around Royston.  Flashing speed signs will soon be in place on the A10 and many roads have now been resurfaced including York Way, Old North Road, Barkway Road, Melbourn Road and Kneesworth Street.  £25,000 has also been allocated towards traffic regulations; the Area Committee has already identified Newmarket Road and King James Way as priority areas.  

Councillor Hill then thanked Alan Fleck the Community Development Officer for all his help and advice with various projects throughout the year.

Finally Councillor Hill thanked all officers and individuals for their invaluable help and advice, (particularly the Committee Clerk for ensuring the meetings run smoothly).  She also thanked the press for attending and reporting on the meetings and her Councillor colleagues on the Area Committee for their support and contributions throughout the year.

8.
Questions from Electors


Mr Ray Smith: Mr Smith expressed his dismay over the fact that the Chief Executive of the County was paid more than the Prime Minister and asked why.


County Councillor D Drake: In response Councillor Drake advised that the Chief Executive was paid on the Civil Service Scale. 

Mr Peter Franks: Mr Franks expressed his concerns over the flooding occurring in Kneesworth St. and said it is the council’s responsibility to ensure water is not discharged over people’s properties. The water appears to travels down from the Briary Lane area into Kneesworth St.  Will anything be done or does he have to live with it?

District Councillor Fiona Hill: In response Councillor Hill said she thought this had been dealt with by Anglian Water and was concerned that the drains could still be blocked. She would look into this.

County Councillor Drake: Councillor Drake said he had walked the length of Old North Road/Kneesworth Street with the authorities and 2 drains needed attention and they should have been done. 

The chairman thanked Mr Franks for his comments and assured him this would be investigated. 

As there were no further questions the Town Mayor thanked everyone for coming to the meeting and closed the meeting at 8.20pm

